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Veolia Transportation Names COO of Its Rail Division 
 
CHICAGO – July 20, 2009 – Veolia Transportation announced today that Donald Saunders has 
been named chief operating officer of the company’s Rail Division.  Saunders, who joins Veolia 
Transportation from Amtrak, will report to Executive Vice President – Rail Ron Hartman and 
work with the rail management team to advance Veolia Transportation as the largest provider of 
contracted rail services in the United States.       

Saunders joins a management team committed to setting the standard for passenger rail 
operations in North America.  As COO, he will focus on day-to-day operations and operational 
execution to ensure that Veolia Transportation is continually exceeding the expectations of 
passengers and clients.  He will also participate in the company’s strategic planning efforts. 

“Don has extensive experience in many parts of the passenger rail industry and an excellent 
track record,” said Hartman.  While working at Amtrak in the Central Region, Don dramatically 
improved the operational performance of the trains he managed, including the operation of 60 
daily intercity trains and dispatching of 300 Chicago commuter trains.  

“Veolia Transportation has a global reputation for being an innovative company that cares about 
the safety and well-being of customers and employees,” said Saunders.  “I look forward to 
helping them achieve their mission of being best in class through strong partnerships and 
commitments to clients and employees.” 

Prior to joining Veolia Transportation, Saunders had a long career in various executive positions 
at Amtrak.  Most recently, he was assistant vice president of the west region for policy and 
development. His key responsibilities in this role included business development, including 
developing and implementing plans for stimulus-related projects, and for new future service 
possibilities.  He successfully negotiated contracts with the Departments of Transportation in 
three western states. 

 
About Veolia Transportation 

Veolia Transportation is the largest private sector operator of multiple modes of transit in North 
America, including bus, rail, paratransit, shuttle, sedan and taxi services.  The company has a 
workforce of over 20,000 people and operates over 200 transportation contracts in 22 states 
and two Canadian Provinces.  The company manages and operates transportation services in 
leading U.S. cities, including Las Vegas, San Diego, Phoenix, Denver, Baltimore, Atlanta, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, as well as several major rail networks, including Boston, San 
Diego, Los Angeles, Miami and Austin. (www.veoliatransportation.com) 
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Veolia Transportation is part of Veolia Transport, the world’s largest private operator of multiple 
modes of transit, including bus, rail, paratransit, shuttle, ferry and taxi services.  Veolia 
Transport operates contracts for 5,000 city transit authorities in 28 countries, and completes 
2.63 billion passenger trips per year. (www.veolia-transport.com/en/)
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