
       

 
 
 
 
Press Release 

 

Veolia Transportation Partners with SmartDrive to Deliver 
 the Latest in High Tech Safety & Eco-Driving Camera Systems 

SmartDrive in-vehicle video-and-data recording system works to help improve 
driving performance -- reducing collisions and saving fuel 

 
Lombard, IL – May 04, 2011 – Executives from Veolia Transportation, the largest 
private-sector operator of multiple modes of transit in North America, and SmartDrive 
Systems, a leader in fleet safety and operational efficiency, today announced that Veolia 
will install SmartDrive safety and eco-driving technology in more than 5,000 Veolia 
Transportation-operated vehicles throughout the United States.   
 

SmartDrive uses video, audio and ECU-connected vehicle data sensors to detect and 

record risky driving maneuvers – such as sudden stops, hard cornering, aggressive 

acceleration, and excessive speed – which results in recommendations that improve 

safe driving performance. The SmartDrive recorder system also enables drivers to 

instantly recognize fuel-wasting maneuvers with in-cab visual driver feedback, saving 

significant fuel and reducing carbon emissions. Because the SmartRecorder is 

connected to the vehicle engine computer, it's possible to measure actual improvement 

in fuel savings rather than simply providing estimated savings. 

“Veolia is committed to helping its clients improve safety and productivity. In fact, we 
were one of the first transportation companies to use camera technology as part of our 
safety program,” said Shelly Hall, Veolia’s Vice President of Safety, Transit Division.  
“We’re moving to SmartDrive because we want to continue to lead the transportation 
industry in identifying and encouraging driver safety and, in this era of escalating fuel 
costs, reducing fuel consumption. The SmartDrive Safety system equips us with the very 
latest tools and technology to ensure that we do.” 
 

Following a thorough evaluation and field test of the latest in-vehicle recording 

technology from multiple vendors, Veolia chose SmartDrive for what Hall described as 

“its unmatched ability to provide an in-depth understanding of individual and fleet driving 

risk, while tackling the increasingly important issue of fuel consumption and resulting 

carbon emissions.” 

“SmartDrive Safety is proven to reduce a fleet’s collision frequency by over 60% in the 

first year,” according to SmartDrive President Jason Palmer. “Our ability to capture and  

--more-- 



identify the broadest range of risky driving behavior allows us to lead the industry in 

driving down collision frequency. Fleet managers can then act quickly to help their 

drivers improve performance, thereby reducing incidents and collisions, and protecting 

drivers on the road.  

“Veolia puts safety and eco-driving first for their customers and the communities they 

serve. We’re gratified that Veolia recognizes the benefits that SmartDrive technology 

brings to this mission by taking these safety and fuel-efficient driving capabilities to a 

higher level than ever before,” said Palmer. 

Veolia will begin installing the SmartRecorder systems in more than 5,000 Veolia-

operated vehicles in May.  Following this roll-out, the company plans to deploy the video-

based safety and eco-driving solution within its entire fleet of Veolia transit. 

 

About Veolia Transportation 

Based in Chicago, Veolia Transportation is the largest private-sector operator of multiple 
modes of transit in North America, including bus, rail, paratransit, shuttle, sedan and taxi 

services, via its Transit, Rail and On-Demand Divisions. Veolia Transportation is 

committed to setting the standard in safe and sustainable mobility solutions through 

partnerships with cities and transit authorities. The company has 30,000 employees in 

North America. 

Visit the company's Web sites at: www.veoliatransportation.com. 

 

About SmartDrive Systems 

SmartDrive delivers innovative solutions that make it easy for fleet managers to improve 

driver safety and reduce operating cost. SmartDrive records comprehensive video-based 

data from the road, then thoroughly reviews and scores critical events and recommends 

action for fleet managers to quickly respond and deliver sustainable savings – all 

through an easy-to-use managed service. The company has compiled the world’s 

largest storehouse – more than 34 million events – of real-time, risky-driving incidents. 

SmartDrive Systems is based in San Diego, CA, and employs over 375 people 

worldwide. For more information, please visit www.smartdrive.net.  

Media Contact: Valerie Michael,  
Director of Corporate Communications, Veolia Transportation  
702.425.8419  
valerie.michael@veoliatransdev.com 
 
Media Contact: Jim White,  
Media Relations, SmartDrive Systems  
619.955.6430 
jim.white@smartdrive.net 
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